South
County

Area Background

The South County planning area

(“South County”) covers almost 1,890 square miles and
extends south from the Las Vegas Valley to the Laughlin
planning area. South County is bound by the Northwest
County planning area, Enterprise planning area, City of
Henderson, City of Boulder City, and Northeast County
planning area to the north and by San Bernardino County,
California and Mojave County, Arizona to the west and
east, respectively.

The South County planning area includes the
unincorporated communities of Cal-Nev-Ari, Goodsprings,
Jean, Nelson, Sandy Valley, Searchlight, Sloan, Palm
Gardens, and Primm. Of these, Goodsprings and Sandy
Valley are represented by a Citizens Advisory Council (CAC)
and Searchlight is represented by a TAB.

Area Character

The South County planning area is rural and largely
made up of federally managed land. The Lake Mead NRA,
a portion of Red Rock Canyon NCA, Spring Mountains
NRA, Sloan Canyon NCA, and a number of wilderness
areas represent a portion of the planning area. Generally
surrounded by mountains, vast swaths of Mojave Desert,
and public lands are the communities of the South County
planning area—often rural and isolated from the Las
Vegas Valley. While all communities in the South County
planning area are small compared to those in the Las
Vegas Valley, not all communities are rural in nature.
Some, like Searchlight are long-established mining
communities that offer greater commercial and civic
amenities.
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SECTION 4: AREA-SPECIFIC GOALS AND POLICIES

Cal-Nev-Ari Planned Land Use Map
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Eldorado Valley Planned Land Use Map
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SECTION 4: AREA-SPECIFIC GOALS AND POLICIES

Goodsprings Planned Land Use Map
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Jean Planned Land Use Map
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SECTION 4: AREA-SPECIFIC GOALS AND POLICIES

Nelson Planned Land Use Map
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Palm Garden Planned Land Use Map
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SECTION 4: AREA-SPECIFIC GOALS AND POLICIES
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Sandy Valley Planned Land Use Map
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SECTION 4: AREA-SPECIFIC GOALS AND POLICIES

Searchlight Planned Land Use Map
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SOUTH COUNTY

Sloan Planned Land Use Map
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South County Goals and Policies

Goal SO-1: Reinforce the distinct identity
and unique characteristics of South County
communities

Limit residential development on properties actively
used for mineral exploration and processing in Nelson to
only those residential uses associated with the mining
operations.

Encourage development in Searchlight that reflects the
existing historical mining character of the community,
including, but not limited to, architecture, development
scale, signage, and lighting. Agriculture and livestock
within Searchlight are not compatible.

Limit new tourist-focused commercial development

to the U.S. Highway 95 corridor and lessen impacts to
surrounding residential areas through site and building
design that screens, buffers, and reduces intensity near
residential areas.

Work to consolidate public facilities near the existing
community center and school to establish a defined
civic center and ensure future public facilities can be
accommodated.

Encourage uses and activities in or adjacent to
Goodsprings that are compatible with the community’s
historic character, quiet and rural setting, abundant
wildlife, and natural environment.

Encourage uses and activities in or adjacent to Sandy
Valley that protect the rural character and quiet

setting of the community, and the health of the natural
environment. Discourage the development of lots smaller
than two acres.

Explore opportunities to protect the integrity of the night
sky in South County through programs and development
standards that minimize glare and light trespass from
exterior lighting and signage.

Limit disturbances to natural mountain drainage systems
and washes to minimize risks associated with flood
hazards, as identified in the HMP.

Goal SO-2: Ensure infrastructure, services,
and amenities keep pace with development
in the South County

Development within South Clark County should be limited
to areas where adequate fire protection services exist or
can be efficiently provided.

Coordinate with the CCFD and volunteer fire departments
to provide fire stations, mutual aid agreements, and
sufficient water supply to support fire protection.

Ensure the long-term availability of limited water
resources is sufficient to support existing Sandy Valley
residents prior to pursuing disposal of federal land
through auction, sale, or trade, or supporting efforts to
transfer water rights to commercial water brokers or other
entities.

Ensure new development in Sloan provides all-weather
access, adequate drainage, and domestic water for each
phase of development.

Explore opportunities to consolidate the existing
recreation center site and fire station site with additional
land to accommodate future public facilities as needed.

Review development proposals in unincorporated
Eldorado Valley to ensure a sufficient level of supporting
infrastructure is available, including but not limited to,
water, stormwater, wastewater, schools, fire protection,
and police protection.

Coordinate development proposals in unincorporated
Eldorado Valley with Henderson and Boulder City.



Goal SO-3: Explore community-specific
mobility solutions

Protect the historic development pattern of Goodsprings
by discouraging the vacation or abandonment of
alleyways.

Support the connectivity, mobility, and safety of all
residents in Searchlight by ensuring sidewalks, trails, and
safe pedestrian crossings are provided along and across
U.S. Highway 95, Cottonwood Cove Road, Main Street, and
to community center, senior housing, schools, and other
civic uses. Explore opportunities for traffic calming where
collisions or excessive traffic speeds are common.

Maintain non-urban street standards and paths along
roads for safe walking and horseback riding. Allow use of
off-highway vehicles (OHV) throughout the community but
strongly encourage responsible riding/recreation, use of
existing trails, and courtesy to others.

Goal SO-4: Promote economic
development in South County

Promote development in Sloan that establishes the
community as a gateway to the Las Vegas Valley by
ensuring compatible architecture, land uses, signage,
landscaping, screening, and other aesthetic quality are
maintained.

Promote development in Primm that incorporates local
commercial services to support the resident population.

Allow for light industrial uses while discouraging heavy
industrial uses in the Eldorado Valley.

Explore opportunities to interpret and accommodate
limited visitor access to historic and cultural sites in the
South County planning area in collaboration with the BLM,
SHPO, and other partners.

Goal SO-5: Coordinate development with
existing and proposed airports

Continue to work with the BLM and other federal, state,
and regional partners to plan for the development

and conflict-free operation of the Southern Nevada
Supplemental Airport. Ensure future development on
and in the vicinity of the airport site does not conflict
with the compatibility area, retention basins, use of the
transportation utility corridor, or long-term plans for the
facility and other potential aviation infrastructure.

Coordinate with NDOT and RTC to ensure the future
Southern Nevada Supplemental Airport (SNSA) and
development within the Interstate 15 corridor features

a multimodal transportation network that establishes
connectivity, promotes alternative transportation, reduces
vehicle miles traveled (VMT), and preserves the air shed
while connecting the airport and communities of the
Interstate 15 corridor with the Las Vegas Valley.

Encourage development patterns and standards
compatible with the continuing operation of Jean Airport
and Clark County Heliport.

Goal S0-6: Encourage development that
does not compromise limited services in
South County

Prevent impacts to the limited resources of Cal-Nev-Ari by
limiting development to current privately owned land—
generally Township 30 South, Range 64 East, Sections 30
and 31.

Limit additional development in Palm Gardens due to
limited water resources.

Explore clustered development standards to allow new
residential subdivisions to conserve open space and
mitigate environmental concerns in Cal-Nev-Ari, Nelson,
Palm Gardens, and Searchlight.



